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UNITED     EMPIRE    TRAtJE    LEAGUE     PUBLICATIONS. 


No.1. 


THE   COMMERCIAL  DNIOH   OF  THE  EMPIRE. 


BY 


COL.    HO^WABD   VINCENT,    C.B.,    M.P. 


THE  subjects  of  the  British  Crown  exceed  three  hundred 
millions  in  number.  They  occupy  over  seventy  terri- 
tories and  islands  in  every  portion  of  the  earth.  Their  empire 
is  a  fifth  of  the  entire  world.  It  either  produces,  or  is  capable 
of  producing,  upon  its  various  soils  and  under  its  varied  climates, 
every  substance  or  article  ki-own  to  man.  Everything  the 
population  of  one  part  of  the  British  Empire  may  be  unable  to 
supply  for  their  own  needs,  may  be  found  in  some  other  part 
of  the  Empire. 

THE    UNITED    EMPIRE    TRADE    LEAGUE 

V  _,'es — that  we  should  make  full  use  of  the  resources  acquired 
for  us  by  our  forefathers  without  regard  to  foreign  states — 
engaged,  as  the  Premier  recently  stated,  in  every  country  in 
interposing  new  barriers  of  tariff  between  British  producers  and 
their  consumers. 

Is  it  necessary  to  adduce  any  argument  in  support  of  such 
plain  and  common  sense  views  ?  There  is  no  parallel,  either 
in  ancient  times  or  in  the  present  day,  for  an  Empire  or  State 
calling  itself  one,  to  have  no  commercial  links  of  Union.  The 
whole  object  of  Empire  is  Commerce  and  the  extension  of 
commercial  relations.  It  is  with  this  view  that  India  was  sub- 
jugated, that  North  Amer'ca  and  the  West  Indies  were  acquired, 
that  Australasia  and  South  Africa  were  settled. 

Let  him  estimate  who  can,  the  British  blood,  treasure, 
long-suffering,  and  indomitable  perseverance  involved  in  this 
wondrous  work.  The  gain  has  been  great.  Vast  markets  have 
been  opened  up,  limitless  wells  of  supply  have  been  established. 
Yet  in  this  year  of  grace  the  British  Nation  finds  itself 
fettered,  bound  har:d  and  foot,  peremptorily  prohibited  by 
agreements  voluntarily,  yet  blindly,  concluded  with  foreign 
states,  not  to  enter  into  any  commercial  union  within  itself. 
The  United  Kingdom  is  powerless  to  conclude  a  preferential 
commercial  union  with  Canada,  with  the  West  Indies,  or 
with  Australia.  We  have  bound  South  Africa  and  India  as 
well  as  ourselves. 

Has  the  British  Empire  been  established  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Universe  or  for  ourselves  ?  Was  it  to  open  markets  for  our 
rivals  and  competitors,  or  for  the  subjects  of  the  Queen,  that 
the  History  of  Britain  has  been  written  in  blood,  in  gold,  and 
heroic  adventure. 
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THE     UNITED     EMPIRE     TRADE     LEAGUE 

aflirnis — that  the  British  Empire  was  established  by  the  British 
for  the  British. 

In  1845  goofls  trom  British  possessions  were  given  an 
advantage  in  the  Mother  Country  of  50  per  cent,  over  tliose  from 
foreign  lands.  In  1853  this  preference  for  Colonial  goods  was 
re-affirmed  in  respect  of  thirteen  classes  of  articles.  In  1860 
the  privilege  was  withdrawn.  Then,  the  Ministry  of  the  day, 
proceeded  to  tie  down,  not  only  ourselves,  but  also  British 
Colonies,  and  this  without  consultation  with  them.  A  Treaty 
of  Commerce  was  entired  into  with  Belgium  in  1862, 
containing  this  clause  :  "  Articles,  the  produce  or  manufacture 
of  Belgium,  shall  not  be  subject  in  the  British  Colonies  to 
other  or  higher  duties  than  those  which  are  or  may  be  imposed 
upon  similar  articles  of  British  origin."  It  was  repeated  by 
the  same  Ministry  in  1865  in  a  Treaty  of  Commerce  with  the 
German  Zollverein.  ^    ' 

Now,  although  this  engagement  in  restraint  both  of  Free 
Trade  and  Commercial  Union  between  the  sevepil  parts  of  the 
British  Empire  was  only  concluded  in  express  terms  with  t^o 
Foreign  States,  the  official  declaration  obtained  from  the 
Foreign  Office  in  1888  by  Parliamentary  Paper,  C  5369,  declares  : 

"That  while  these  two  Treaties  remain  in  force  these 
express  stipulations  are  extended  to  all  Countries  whose  Com- 
mercial Treaties  with  Great  Britain  contain  a  most  favoured 
nation  clause."  There  are  upwards  of  22  such  Treaties. 
In  the  interests  then  of  British  Trade,  in  the  intcests 
of  the  United  Kingdom,  in  the  interests  of  the  entire 
Empire,  in  the  interests  especially  of  all  engaged  in  industrial 
pursuits,  whether  as  employers  or  employed,  it  behoves  Britons 
forthwith  to  release  themselves  Irom  these  artificial  bonds  in 
restraint  of  British  commercial  development. 

■  The  moment  is  opportune.  The  Treaties  of  Commerce 
entered  into  by  this  country  are  undergoing  revision.  France, 
Russia,  and  Spain,  have  determined  to  follow  the  example  of 
the  United  States,  and  prohibit,  so  far  as  increased  duties  can 
do  it,  the  importation  of  British  goods.  The  details  of  the 
Commercial  Union  which  might  be  possible  are  for  ulterior 
consideration.  The  imposition  of  any  arrangement  which  might 
ae  distasteful  to  the  free  people  oi*  any  single  colony  is  not 
suggested.  Nor  is  the  slightest  increase  in  the  cost  of  food, 
or  the  taxation  of  raw  material  in  any  way  advocated.  But  the 
United  Empire  Trade  League  subiniis  that  it  is  desirable  that 
the  hands  of  Commerce,  stretching  from  each  part  of  the  British 
Empire  to  every  other  part,  should  be  freed  from  any  foreign 
handcuffs.  The  most  dogmatic  and  suspicious  professor  of 
political  economy  cannot  surely  decry  the  acquisition  of  this 
freedom  of  trading  relations  with  our  own  kith  and  kin. 

The  opportunity  is  golden  because  our  treaties  of  Commerce 
are  undergoing  review.  There  is  another  reason.  The  great 
Colonies  have  declared  themselves  willing  to  enter  into  a  Com- 
mercial Union  with  the  Mother  Country,  and  with  each  other. 
They  have   spoken  through   the  eloquent  voices  of  prominent 
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Colonial — nay  Imperial — statesmen.  The  names  of  Privy 
Councillor  Dalley  ;  of  Service,  GriflRlh,  Gait,  Vogel,  Rhodes, 
Hoffmeyr,  1  hompson,  among  many  others,  are  proof  of  this. 
Let  the  men  of  patriotism  and  foresight,  with  broad  minds 
unshackled    by   selfish    prejudices, 

MEET   HALFWAY  THEIR  COLONIAL  BROTHERS. 

Soon  it  will  be  too  late.  The  situation  in  Newfoundland  ; 
the  American  propositions  to  the  West  Indian  Islands  ;  the 
prospect  in  South  Africa  ;  the  Convention  for  the  Fiscal  Federa- 
tion of  Australasia  against  the  outer  world,  are  proof  of  this. 

;:     Take  note  particularly  of  the  situation  in  Canada. 

The  Legislature  of  the  United  States  has  passed  an  Act 
declaring  to  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  and  to  the  3,000  miles  of 
conterminous  frontier,  in  the  words  of  her  great  Minister,  Sir 
John  McDonald — If  you  want  to  trade  with  us,  join  us,  but  so 
long  as  you  are  a  portion  of  the  British  Empire  we  will  shut  you 
out.  Then  comes  the  answer  of  the  majority  of  the  Canadian 
electorate — a  dangerously  narrow  one,  however, — Our  allegiance 
to  Britain,  to  the  greatest  Empire  the  world  has  ever  seen,  is  un- 
wavering— and  for  trade,  for  new  markets,  we  look  to  Australia, 
to  the  VVest  Indies,  to  the  Mother  Country. 

Are  we — are  you  as  an  individual  with  responsibilities,  not 
alone  to  the  present,  but  to  your  nation's  future — going  to 
remain  silent,  apathetic,  indolent,  indifferent  ?  It  was  thus  that 
fell  the  Colonial  Empires  of  Greece  and  of  Rome,  of  Spain  and 
of  The  Netherlands.  Give  heed  to  a  warning  from  over 
the  sea.  On  the  2'2nd  of  June,  1889,  the  High  Com- 
missioner of  Canada,  Sir  Charles  Tupper,  declared  that  it  would 
not  be  easy  to  keep  up  the  necessary  amount  of  enthusiasm  unless 
some  practicable  scheme  was  soon  devised  of  establishing  closer 
and  more  substantial  union  between  the  Mother  Country  and  the 
self-governing  colonics  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole  Empire. 

This  authoritative  opinion  found  recent  corroboration 
at  the  hands  of  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg,  so  long  Prime  Minister 
of  South  Africa  : 

"  How  are  the  component  parts  of  the  Empire  to  be  held  together  ? 
Having  given  a  great  dual  of  attention  to  this  matter  myself,  it  appears  to 
me  that  the  basis  of  the  Imperial  federation  of  the  future  must  be  a  Customs 
Union.  Supposing  you  do  not  bind  together  your  colonies  and  depen- 
dencies by  some  such  bond  as  a  Customs  Union,  what  guarantee  have  you 
that  you  will  hold  your  Empire  together  ?  It  has  been  doubted 
whether  the  colonies  are  themselves  in  favour  of  such  a  proposal 
as  that  at  which  I  have  hinted.  I  will  only  say  this  in  reply — 
that  in  trr-velling  through  the  country  here  upon  occasional  visits  I 
keep  my  eyes  and  ears  open,  and  I  sometimes  think  that  if  I  wanted  to  find 
illustrations  of  men  who  hold  fast  to  the  best  traditions  of  old  England  I 
would  not  look  for  them  here  in  the  centre,  but  I  would  go  to  the  distant 
dependencies,  where  the  sons  and  daughters  of  England  keep  watch  and 
ward  over  the  outposts  of  the  Empire. 

The  growing  volume  of  Colonial  trade  is  well  known. 
EveryAustralian  for  trade  purposes  is  of  greater  money  value  alone 
than  a  score  of  foreigners.  The  Colonies  desire  to  buy  of  you, 
to  sell  to  you,  they  would  sooner  trade  with  you  and  their  fellow 
colonists,  if  it  can  be  done  on  mutually  advantageous  terms, 
than  with  foreign  natioijs.     Is  not  the  Commercial  Union  of 
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the  British  Empire  highly  desirable?  Canada  says  aye, — 
Australasia  says  aye, — South  Africa  says  aye.  It  has  met  with 
recent  approval  in  the  City  of  London,  in  Manchester,  in 
Shefiieild,  in  Leeds,  in  Liver[)Ool,  in  Glasgow,  in  Bristol, 
in  Belfast,  and  other  great  centres  of  commerce.  The 
manufacturers  are  with  us,  the  agriculturalists  are  with  us, 
the  loyal  masses  are  with  us.  "If  England  forms  a  Customs 
Union  with  her  Colonies,"  says  a  Minister  of  the  United  States, 
"  she  will  be  as  independent  of  outsiders  as  ourselves,  producing 
everything  she  wants,  and  consuming  herself  everything  she 
produces."  The  greater  portion  of  the  press  has  of  late  adopted 
this  view.  Their  opinions  are  well  summarised  by  a  popular 
organ,  7'/ie  People : — 

"  When  any  Statesman  is  courageous  and  sagacious  enough  to  propose  " 
such  a  Union,  "  he  will  have  a  following  which  will  astound  himself,  and 
the  greatest  Empire  the  world  has  ever  seen  will  consolidate  with  lightning- 
like rapidity.  In  our  possessions  the  wide  world  over  we  have  inexhaust- 
able  resources,  and  all  poasible  variety  of  products,  and  nothing  but  our 
ruinously  absurd  laws  prevents  our  making  proper  use  of  them.  Alter 
or  revoke  those  laws,  and  the  British  Empire  is  instantly  self-supporting, 
and  her  sons  and  daughters  will  be  ten  times  as  prosperous  as  now." 

Lord  Salisbury  has  declared  : — "  We  know  that  every  bit  of 
the  world's  surface  that  is  not  under  the  English"  flag  is  a  country 
which  may  be  and  probably  will  be  closed  to  us  by  a  hostile 
tariflf,  and  therefore  it  is  that  we  are  anxious  above  all  things  to 
conserve,  to  unify,  to  strengthen  the  Empire  of  the  Queen, 
because  it  is  to  the  trade  that  is  carried  on  within  the  Empire  of 
the  Queen  that  we  look  for  the  vital  force  of  the  commerce  of 
this  country." 

Let  the  Government  hear  the  voice  of  the  people — says  the 
Prime  Minister.  "  I  feel  the  deepest  sympathy  with  the  objects 
in  view,"  (of  Imperial  Federation,)  "and  earnestly  desire  that 
means  for  attaining  those  objects  may  be  found."  Let  British 
industry  speak,  says  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Let 
the  country  pronounce,  and  then  come  to  the  Ministry,  says 
the   President  of  the  Board  of  Trade. 

To  elicit  the  voice  of  the  nation — of  the  Empire,  of  the 
British  race — on  this  great  question  ;  to  develop  the  world-wide 
internal  commerce  on  mutually  advantigeous  terms  of  the 
British   Empire  is  the  object  of 

THE     UNITED     EMPIRE     TRADE     LEAGUE. 

It  seeks  your  support — it  hopes  for  your  active  sympathy 
and  co-operation  in  whatever  sphere  you  are,  in  whatever 
portion  of  the  realm  of  Britain  and  Greater  Britain  you  may  be 
located. 


C.  E.  HOWARD  VINCENT, 
ffon.  Secretary. 
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